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“We the family of God at Foothills Church of Christ, Commit ourselves to the open
pursuit of the truth of the gospel; To present that truth to others in love;
To support and build up one another in all matters of Christian citizenship;
That we might expand and strengthen the Kingdom of God”
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Merciless Moses
by Gary Miller, Pantego NC

Parable of the Unmerciful Servant:

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked,
"Lord, how many times shall I forgive
my brother when he sins against me?
Up to seven times?"

Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven
times, but seventy-seven times.

"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is
like a king who wanted to settle
accounts with his servants. As he began
the settlement, a man who owed him ten
thousand talents [millions of dollars]
was brought to him. Since he was not
able to pay, the master ordered that he
and his wife and his children and all
that he had be sold to repay the debt.

"The servant fell on his knees before
him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged,
‘and I will pay back everything.' The
servant's master took pity on him,
canceled the debt and let him go.

"But when that servant went out, he
found one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred denarii.[a few
dollars] He grabbed him and began to
choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!’
he demanded.

"His fellow servant fell to his knees
and begged him, 'Be patient with me,
and I will pay you back."

"But he refused. Instead, he went off
and had the man thrown into prison
until he could pay the debt. When the
other servants saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed and went
and told their master everything that
had happened.

"Then the master called the servant
in. '"You wicked servant,' he said, 'I
canceled all that debt of yours because
you begged me to. Shouldn't you have
had mercy on your fellow servant just as
I had on you?' In anger his master
turned him over to the jailers to be
tortured, until he should pay back all he
owed.

"This is how my heavenly Father will
treat each of you unless you forgive
your  brother from your heart."
(Matthew 18:21-35 NIV)

“Speak and act as those who are
going to be
Judged by the
law that
gives
freedom,
because
Judgement
without
mercy, will
be shown to
anyone who
has not been
merciful.
Mercy
triumphs
over judge-
ment!”.
(James
2:12-13 NIV)

Moses the cat ¥ s
didn’t catch the "° ° ° ‘
finch to satisfy
his hunger; he
pounced on it
because cats
catch birds. And
since he wasn’t Aatthew 6:712
hungry, he didn’t
bother to kill his prey. Besides, to kill it
would spoil his fun. He growled in anticipa-
tion; the finch struggled and cried pitilessly.
Moses crushed awing, then let the bird flutter
away, almost to safety, but not quite. The bird
shricked again and again, desperate to
escape. As its frantic efforts weakened,
Moses demanded more action, tossing it into
the air, extracting the utmost drama from the
dying finch. What was idle play for the cat
was a nightmarish death for the bird.

A few years earlier, when Moses was a
kitten, he had nearly died an agonizing death
himself. Trying to slip through a small hole

“Forgive us our
debts, as we also have
forgiven our debtors.”

in a wall, he had gotten stuck. No one knows
how long he was there before a girl heard his
weak cries and rescued him. Thinking of
another baby rescued long ago, she called
him Moses. But Moses didn’t consider any
of that now as he watched his prey with
glinting eyes.

Jesus was instructing
humans when he said,
“Blessed are the merciful:
for they shall obtain
mercy” (Matthew 5:7). We
have all  experienced
mercy—not only God’s
mercy, but also the mercy
of our fellow men. We
wouldn’t think of torturing
a person or animal, but do
we ever refuse to forgive?
Do we give the silent
treatment? Do we pass on
unsavory information
about others? Are we
¢ scornful and sarcastic? Do
-~! we belittle others? Do we
“ =% mistreat those who are
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we feel that someone’s
misfortune serves
him right? If so,
perhaps we are more
like Moses the cat
than we thought.

“Divinely free His
mercy flows, forgives my sin, allays my
woes '—Anne Steele
Used by permission: Still Waters Minis-
tries, 285 Antioch Rd., Clarkson KY 42726

Editor's Note: The articles selected for
this newsletter are chosen by various
editors and do not necessarily represent
the views of the leaders of the Foothills
Church of Christ, David Inscore (editor),
nor even the general views held by the
members but are included for your
consideration. Please direct all corre-
spondence directly to the authors. Web
addresses are at the end of each article.



Ongoing

Studies/Meetings:

SUNDAYS:
* 8:00 AM Ladies'
Fellowship/Book Study
Denny's
189 Damonte Ranch Pkwy. (call Helen
White for information, ph.747-1874)
*AT THE BUILDING:
9:30 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
(Adult Class—Evangelism)
10:45 AM SUNDAY ASSEMBLY
3:30-5:30 PM TEEN DEVO
Rotates between houses and church
building (7th-12th grades)
MONDAYS:
* 7:30 PM "What's So Great About
Christianity?"
The Blomquist's
3577 Willowdale Dr., Sparks,
ph.626-1580
TUESDAYS:
* 6:30 PM Ladies Bible Study, Denell
Ladies

.\ Better

\ 7 " Understanding
IN" God
Dawn Prunty's
1610 Prater Wy. #A, Sparks, ph:
359-3363
¢ 6:30 PM College Group: II Samuel
It will be at the Hume’s for awhile.
846-9246 or 815-1221 For food
inquiries contact Justine Hume or Jesse
Gauthier.
WEDNESDAYS:
¢ 6:00 PM potluck dinner at the
building
* 7:00 PM class: World Religions
FIRST SUNDAY EVERY MONTH:
*Men's & Women's Business Meetings
Men in the meeting room
Women in the Jr. High classroom

Calendar:

* TODAY'!: Business meetings

A9 Ladies Night Out,

at Ivye

Johnson's

house. 98 I St, Sparks

e April 16th & 17th: Men's Retreat at
Shenandoah West, April 16-17.  The
speaker is David Cron of Los Angeles. His
topic is "Peter's First Epistle."

* May 4th-7th: The Bible Lectures at
Pepperdine will take place in 2010 Tuesday

through Friday, May 4-7. The theme this
year is: "The Hero of the Story: The Book
of Acts Revisited".

* May 16th:

GHuRSH PIcNIC
*MAY 16 TH*JUNE 13TH*
*J3 U L Y

4TH*AUGUST STH*

at Brown School Park on Rim Rock
Road—take Chamy to 2nd stop sign, turn
left.

« May 28th-31st: NAENAORTAL
DAY €¢AMPV oUT

Sleeping Fox
‘ Hollow. See Dave
ANY or Bel for

directions/map/menu.

¢ June 4th-6th:
FATHER/SON
RETREAT

at Sleeping Fox Hollow.
See Dave if you need a
map. See Gary if you
want to be a foster
father/son for the week-
end.

¢ July 3rd-10th- Sierra Bible Camp. For
kids 8-16. Forms are available in the foyer.
Gary will be organiz-
ing this pretty soon.
If any adults are able
to help us this year, let
Gary know. We need
people in the kitchen,
teaching classes,
serving as cabin coun-
selors, and other positions.
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Dan & Shannon Bow

April 17th: Matt Bow

Contribution
Budgeted: $2,968.53
Last Sunday: $2,211.00

Announcements:

* Men's Retreat next weekend. See Gary
Cage for more info.

* Bob and Leeanne Hemenway had a
successful trip to Ghana. More to follow.

» Helen White will be moving to Oregon
this month. We really hate to see her go.

* Chris and Melinda Miller will be back in
Reno for another visit to the clinic here May
8-22. They have lodging taken care of, but
they're in need of a car. If anyone has a car
they could use for those two weeks, let Gary
know.

» It turns out that the front door was broken
due to misuse. Please prevent children from
hitting the bars on the doors too hard when
rushing outside.

» If anyone has a telephone answering
machine in good working order they'd like
to donate to the church, see Gary.

* Ruby Musser is working on a crochet
project for my granddaughter and need
scrap yarn from any and all who are willing
to part with it. Call her at 815-8367 or
673-3452. She can pick it up or bring it to
church.

* Carol Infranca says: "We probably are not
going to use our time share condo weeks at
Lake Tahoe this year (2010). We have the
4th of July week, Halloween in October,
Veterans Day in Nov." Contact Carol if
you're interested.

* Substitute teachers are needed for our
Sunday School program and particularly
the Primary class. Please see Dan Bow if
you can help.

» It was decided when the building was
completed in 2005 that we would make it
available for rent. Some regular rental
arrangements have been established
already, and it appears that more will soon
follow. Therefore, anyone who wishes to
use the building should clear their plans
with Charlotte Cage in order to avoid
scheduling conflicts. Also along this line,
if you should have used items, such as
books or furniture, and you wish to donate
them to the church, please contact Bill Orr
or Charlotte Cage to see if such are indeed
needed before bringing them to the build-
ing. Due to overcrowding, some of these
items might be discarded if left at the build-
ing.

 If you have an individual Bible study
with someone or you’re interested in
starting one, see Bob Hemenway.






April 11th:
1836 - English philanthropist George Mueller opened his famous
orphanage on Wilson Street in Bristol. (By 1875, Mueller’s
orphanage was providing care for over 2,000 children.)

April 12th:
1799 - The Church Missionary Society was organized in London
under the original name of the Society for Missions in Africa and
the East. This Anglican missions agency currently works in
fields located in Africa, Ceylon, India, Pakistan, Iran, Palestine
and the Far East.

April 13th:
1853 - Loyola College in Baltimore was chartered under Roman
Catholicauspices.

April 14th:
1906 - The Azusa Street Revival -- proto-mission out of which
the modern Pentecostal movement spread world-wide --
officially began when the services led by black evangelist
William J. Seymour, 36, moved into the building at 312 Azusa
Street in Los Angeles.

Almanac of the Christian Church

April 15th:
1872 - In deciding the legal case “Watson v. Jones,” the U.S.
Supreme Court declared that a member of a religious
organization may not appeal to secular courts against a decision
made by a church tribunal within the area of its competence.

April 16th:
1829 - Death of Carl G. Glaser, 45, German choral master and
composer of the hymn tune AZMON, to which we today sing,
“O For a Thousand Tongues.”

April 17th:
1833 - English historian and statesman Thomas B. Macaulay
declared: ‘The whole history of Christianity proves that she has
little indeed to fear from persecution as a foe, but much to fear
from persecution as an ally.’

© 1987-2008, William D. Blake. Used by permission of the
author, from 'Almanac of the Christian Church'
www.heartlight.org
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